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Aloha Membersof theHonoluluCity Council,

Thankyou for thisopportunity to provide testimonyin supportof changesto RuleNo. 18,
Reconsideration,containedin resolution11-15. Following is anoutlineof whathappenedwith Bill
51(09):

• Introduced7/1/09 shortly afterMayor Hannemannannouncedhewasgoingto getthose
awful “speculatorsandinvestors”;

• Full council hearingson 7/15/09,8/26/09and10/27/09andbudgetcommitteehearingson
8/12/09, 9/2/09,and10/7/09(bill wasdeferredin Septemberbudgetcommittee);

• Councilmembersasked,andcity administrationresponded,atleastthreetimesabout
timelines anddeadlinesto bemetin order to implementtheseparateclassifications;

• On Wednesday,October27, 2009,Rix Maurer III, thendirector of budgetandfiscal services,
wasin theaudienceduring discussionsof Bill 51 andofferedno additional testimony;

• About 15 minutesafter thebill died,Kirk Caldwell, thencity managingdirector,stormedinto
the council chambersandspoketo acoupleof people;

• During theafternoon,severalcouncilmembersmetwith thenMayor Hannemannbehind
closeddoors(during thecontroversialissueof bedandbreakfasts,Bill 7);

• The public wenthomethinking the bill died,andCouncilmemberDjou, whoopposedthe bill,
left the afternoonhearingin preparationfor off-island travel;

• At approximately6:30p.m.,Mr. Caldwell askedfor reconsiderationwith theexplanationthat
the city’s programmingconsultantdetermined“the opportunityis now” to meettheir
deadlines;and

• SeveralCouncilmembersApo, Okino, Tam andGarcia,changedtheir votesto passBill 51.

Therewereplenty of opportunitiesfor the city to lobby councilmembersover thefour-monthperiod
of hearingsanddiscussions— the requestfor reconsiderationwassimply useof aloopholefor the
personalbenefit of HannemannandCaldwell andis not anacceptablemethodof making laws. I
urgeyou to voteyesin supportof thisresolution.
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